ALNWICK   CASTLE

But 'tis marvel an the red blood run not
As the reane does in the street.

Yet when Douglas is slain, Percy can say :

To have saved thy life Fd have parted with
My lands for yeares three,
For a better man of heart nor of hand
Was not in the North Countrye.

Alnwick, a Norman castle formerly belonging to the family
of De Vesci, was granted to Henry Percy in 1309, as a reward
for his services in the Scots wars, while Warkworth became a
Percy castle in Edward Ill's reign. The Percies well repaid
their King's favour. In 1346, when Edward Ill's army was in
France and

At home was not left a man

But shepherds and millers both,

And priests with shaven crownes,

a Scots invasion took place. Percy, with local levies in four
divisions commanded respectively by the Archbishops of York
and Canterbury and the Bishops of Durham and Carlisle, took
the field at Neville's Cross. The valour of the Church is com-
memorated in the ballad :

Five hundred priests said Mass that day
In Durham in the field
And afterwards as I hard say,
They bare both spear and shield.
The Bishop orders himselfe to fight,
With his battle-axe in his hand :
He said : * This day now I will fight
As long as I can stand/
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